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“Let my teaching fall like 
rain and my words descend 
like dew, like showers on 
new grass, like abundant 
rain on tender plants.”
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It’s been a busy summer of preparations for the school year ahead. As you walk back 
through our doors this year, a few things will look different. Some buildings will 
have new carpet, cabinets, classrooms or lockers. But one thing always remains the 
same…Christ is at the center of each of our schools.
 
Light of Christ Catholic Schools is looking forward to communicating with you in 
new ways in the year ahead. Spirit Newsletter is designed to tell the stories of what 
is happening at each of our schools.  We want you to hear about the way the 
Holy Spirit is at work in our schools. And we will celebrate the incredible 
school spirit that happens at every sports event, music concert and in the 
community of families that choose Catholic education for their children. We have 
so many stories to tell and we are going to find new ways to keep you informed. Stay 
connected with us with Facebook and Twitter. Look for more info shared to our 
school families with RenWeb (our new student information system for enrolled families) 
and on our lightofchristschools.org and smchs.org websites. As an alumni or friend, 
you can register your email with us to keep up-to-date on our latest news and events, 
just email info@lightofchristschools.org. We will have so much to share with you, 
and we want you to join the conversation!
 
From all of us at Light of Christ Catholic Schools, thank you for sharing your 
children with us. We pray that our schools will humbly serve our students, families 
and community.
 
Peace,        
 

Gerald T. Vetter
President

STAY CONNECTED

Like us on Facebook at
Light of Christ Catholic Schools

Follow us on Twitter
@LightofChristND

President’s Message

www.LightofChristSchools.org        #lightofchristschools

Welcome Back to School!

1025 North 2nd Street
Bismarck, 
North Dakota 58501

Business Office
701-751-4883
Enrollment Office
701-354-7067

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR 
E-EDITION
Please sign up to receive 
the next Spirit Newsletter 
in your email. Just 
send your name and 
preferred email to info@
lightofchristschools.org. 
Thanks for helping us 
share the stories of our 
schools and spend less 
money in postage!

UPDATE YOUR 
ADDRESS
If you prefer to receive 
the next Spirit Newsletter 
in print, please let 
us know if you have 
an updated mailing 
address. Email info@
lightofchristschools.org 
with your preferred 
mailing address. If you 
have friends or family 
who have moved, please 
send us their updated 
information.

President’s Message

“Let my teaching fall 
like rain and my words 
descend like dew, like 
showers on new grass, 
like abundant rain on 
tender plants.”

Deuteronomy 32:2
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Welcome Back to School!
We are excited to share the progress we’ve made as Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools since we formed three years ago. Since that time, we have experienced 
17% cumulative growth in enrollment. Light of Christ consolidated four school 
administrations into one, pooled purchasing needs and implemented consistent 
policies and educational standards, all leading to improved efficiency and consistency 
across the system. 

It has been a team effort to implement all of these changes. We can’t thank 
our teachers, administrative staff and families enough for their patience and 
support. Now that these issues have been addressed, we are able to focus more 
attention on a capital campaign effort. 

When Light of Christ formed three years ago, we also shared that we hoped to 
build a new school. We started down that road; however, we felt it was necessary to 
take care of the present day needs before we could approach donors with a capital 
campaign. We hope you will realize the benefits of thoughtful and deliberate 
movement, doing things in the right order to ensure success. 

Now that these issues have been addressed, we are able to focus more attention on a 
capital campaign. Work has been moving along, primarily behind the scenes, for this 
effort. Professional campaign counsel has been contracted to provide a structure for 
success. Committees of talented volunteers are meeting monthly and are working 
hard to complete their tasks. We believe we have secured the land needed to build a 
new high school facility. This has taken longer than expected, but progress continues 
to be made. 

As our campaign cabinet and leadership continue preparing and positioning Light 
of Christ Catholic Schools to meet current and future demand, we ask that you share 
in our anticipation and prayer. We would all like to see what God has in store for us 
tomorrow, but today we pray, we continue to educate and grow our enrollment. Our 
present is strong. Our future is exciting!

As new information is available, we will communicate it to you through letters and 
emails. Please be sure to add info@lightofchristschools.org to your contacts so you 
continue to receive updated information. 

We would like to thank all of our faculty/staff, dedicated parents, volunteers, 
benefactors, and families. Thank you for your continued support and prayers as we 
work together to keep our promise of excellence in Catholic education.

Sincerely, 
Gerald Vetter, Light of Christ President 
Msgr. Tom Richter, Board President
Vern Dosch, Campaign Chair

God Our          
Father,
Who sent to us Christ 

as our Light in the 
darkness, send again, 
we beg you, the Light 
of Christ to guide this 
great work so that we 
may keep our promise 
to the next generation.

May we allow His 
Light to fill the souls 
of our children and 
students with virtue, 

the minds of our 
parents and teachers 

with wisdom, and the 
hearts of our friends
and benefactors with 

generosity.

Through the 
intercession of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, 
may our Catholic 

Schools be a sanctuary 
of love shining with the 

Light of Christ.

Amen

Imprimatur
†Bishop David D. Kagan

Facilities Expansion Update
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News

“Man cannot fully find himself except through a sincere gift of himself.”   Saint Pope 
John Paul II frequently cited this quote from the Second Vatican Council’s pastoral 
constitution on the Church in the Modern World (Gaudium et Spes) in many of 
his writings and homilies.  These words also lie at the heart of what 14 members 
of the Class of 2015 of St. Mary’s Central High School recently experienced on 
a mission trip to Peru from July 7-16.   Each summer, all of the most recently 
graduated seniors from SMCHS are given the opportunity to attend a mission trip 
to a Latin America country.  For the first time in our school’s history and under the 
sponsorship of the Diocese of Bismarck, this year our mission work took place on 
the outskirts of Lima, Peru.  These generous young men and women, along with 
students from Trinity High School in Dickinson and Bishop Ryan High School in 
Minot, experienced in a powerful way the very mission that Christ gave to His 
Apostles, which is to go into the world and preach the gospel.

Our students, however, carried out our Lord’s command in a unique way.  While 
many of our students were certainly eager to provide for both the material and 
spiritual needs of those who are in most need in the city of Lima, what they did 
not expect to happen was the way in which serving the people of Lima would 
allow them to encounter Christ in a very tangible way.   During the course of our 
mission trip, we worked in a very poor area on the outskirts of Lima, known as 
Pamplona.  The living condition in Pamplona is quite dire—no running water or 
plumbing, no electricity, and very limited housing, which consists of small huts 
with tin roofs and dirt floors.

During our mission trip we worked with members of the Christian Life Movement, 
which is a Lima-based group that served as the primary organizers of our mission 
trip.  This group has done much to alleviate both the material and spiritual poverty 
that is found in Pamplona.  In recent mission work, the Christian Life Movement has 
built homes, provided water tanks, and completed other projects for the people 
of this specific neighborhood.  This year, however, after consultation with the local 
leaders of the neighborhood, the decision was made that our main task was to 
build a large concrete soccer field for the young people of Pamplona.

While many of us were excited when we first learned that we would be a building 
a soccer field, we were also a bit confused.  Many of us thought, “Why are we 
building a soccer field? Aren’t there more important things we can do?  Isn’t there 
some type of house or church or something more useful we could build?”  Many of 
these questions remained on our minds as we began our first days of work.

STORY BY:

Father Jared Johnson, Chaplain, 
St. Mary’s Central High School

PERU MISSION TRIP

An unlikely pair:
human dignity 
     AND soccer
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But these confusions soon went away.  As we began 
our mission work, if you were to ask us, “What is the 
greatest area of need for the poor of Lima?” we would 
have immediately responded by saying something 
along the lines of:  “Their greatest poverty is their 
material poverty:  limited housing, food, clothing, 
etc.”   On several occasions, however, we were told 
that although the living conditions are tremendously 
challenging, a greater poverty lays deep within their 
hearts, namely, the belief that they themselves 
have no human dignity.  They feel forgotten.  They 
feel unloved.  Unfortunately, after completing this 
concrete soccer field, the material poverty remained 
because they still lived in small huts, they still had no 
running water, and they still had little opportunities 
for meaningful employment.  However, through the 
spirit of joy, hard work, and love, which our students 
attempted to bring to Peru, their heavy burden of 
feeling forgotten and unloved became a bit lighter.

The greatest gift our students could give while in Peru 
was not money, it was not clothing, it was not even a 
soccer field—the greatest gift our students could give, 
they in fact did give, namely, the gift of themselves 
to the people of Peru.  And in making this sincere 
gift of themselves, they learned a bit more about 
themselves—they learned that in giving their lives 
away in service and love towards their brothers and 
sisters, they received a greater reward than they could 

If you were to ask an Italian what a tourist 
should do if they are visiting the city of Rome 
for just a few days, you may get an answer 
along the lines of:  “Well, drink a coffee, see 
the pope.”  This past June, 50 members of the 
incoming senior class at St. Mary’s Central 
High School were given the opportunity to 
do much more than simply drink a coffee and 
see the pope. Rather, they were able to take 
their Catholic educational experience across 
the Atlantic Ocean on a two-week spiritual 
and educational pilgrimage to Rome and 
other pilgrimage sites throughout Italy.

The Rome Pilgrimage, which is sponsored 
and organized by the University of Mary, is 
offered each summer to all of the incoming 
seniors at the four Catholic high schools 
in North Dakota (St. Mary’s Central High 
School—Bismarck; Trinity High School—
Dickinson; Bishop Ryan High School—Minot; 
and Shanley High School—Fargo).  Each year, 
the students eagerly anticipate the ability 
to travel to Rome in order to grow deeper in 
our Catholic faith. 

ever imagine. They truly experienced that the greatest 
gift they could give to their brothers and sisters in need 
was through simply making a sincere gift of themselves.

As we left Lima and asked the students what they would 
miss the most, they immediately responded, “the people.”  
This is not surprising, because by giving themselves away, 
even in the small ways that they did, our students in turn 
received the greatest gift they could—they experienced 
how to love in a real way.  Our students were able to see 
smiles, faces and hearts that felt less forgotten and more 
loved.  That was the mission of this trip—to allow both 
ourselves, as well as the people we served, to experience 
authentic love, which is perfectly modeled in the gift 
that Christ made of Himself—a gift that brings all of us 
into true and authentic contact with our Heavenly Father.    

ROME PILGRIMAGE 
“Drink a coffee, 
      see the pope, 

          AND much more.”
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The students also recognize the 
tremendous blessing they were 
given at such a young age to be 
able to experience the depth and 
history of our Catholic faith in the 
very city where the great Apostles, 
Saints Peter and Paul, gave up their 
lives out of love for Christ and His 
Church. 

Of the many inspiring events we 
have each year, which include 
visiting the four Major Basilicas, 
the Roman Forum, the Colosseum, 
and the tombs of many saints, 
one of the highlights is to be in 
the presence of our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, on two different 
occasions.  We participated in both 
a Wednesday General Audience in 
St. Peter’s Square along with 
thousands of other pilgrims, as 
well as a Mass celebrated by Pope 
Francis on the Solemnity of Saints 
Peter and Paul on June 29th.

Not only did the students grow in 
their own love and appreciation 
for the universal Catholic Church, 
but they were also able to develop 
a greater understanding of the 
history of Catholic education in 
western North Dakota.  Outside 
visiting and praying in Rome, we 
also focused our attention on the 
life of St. Benedict.  The very reason 
that Catholic education took such 

deep root in the city of Bismarck at 
an early stage in our area’s history 
was a result of the Benedictine 
Sisters, who were the first Catholic 
educators in western North Dakota.  
With the establishment of the first 
Catholic school in Bismarck in 1878 
and the founding of the University 
of Mary in 1959, we are all deeply 
grateful for the zeal and dedication 
our Benedictine founders 
demonstrated.  To be able to more 
thoroughly understand the life of 
St. Benedict allowed our students 
to understand that the gift of a 
Catholic education is a result from 
the holiness of this great saint’s own 
life.  As part of the pilgrimage, we 
spent several hours visiting Norcia 
(the birthplace of Saint Benedict), 
the monastery of Subiaco (the 
place where St. Benedict spent three 
years in prayer), and Monte Cassino 
(the location of the first monastery 
established by St. Benedict). 

After experiencing the hustle 
and bustle of Rome and other 
places, we ended our time in 
Italy by spending several days in 
the peaceful city of Assisi, the 
hometown of St. Francis.  Each 
year, the students are taken aback 
by the beauty and peace that is 
found in this charming Italian city.  
Spending time in Assisi allowed 
our students to become more 
familiar with the life of St. Francis, 
who is a wonderful example to all 
of us of the important virtues of 
simplicity, humility, and charity.

For many of our students, the 
Rome Pilgrimage has truly become 
a life-changing experience.  The 
pilgrimage allows our students 
to deeply connect what they 
have received in their Catholic 
education here in Bismarck to a 
much bigger picture.  As Catholics, 
we know that what we believe 
and profess every day of our lives 
is connected to a Church that 
was founded by Christ, built upon 
apostles such as Saints Peter and 
Paul, and now spread throughout 
the world.   The prayer for all of us 
priests, chaplains and chaperones 
is that the Rome Pilgrimage may 
bear tremendous fruit in the life 
of our students for many years 
to come, with the greatest fruit 
being their ability to know for the 
entirety of their lives that they are 
loved by Christ and His Church.

STORY BY:

Father Jared Johnson, Chaplain, 
St. Mary’s Central High School

continued from previous page
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ROBERT 
“BOB” 
ABERLE 
attended 
St. Mary’s 
Grade 
School and 
St. Mary’s 
Central High 

School. He was a proud member 
of the United States Marine Corps 
1st Battalion and truly lived by the 
motto, “Once a Marine, Always a 
Marine.” He married Jan Reichert 
in 1954 and started Aberle Farms in 
1963. He worked as a lowboy driver 
for Northern Improvement Com-
pany and ended his career 42 years 
later as the Vice President of under-
ground pipe, overhead power lines 
and underground reclamation.

Bob was instrumental in getting 
athletic equipment for our teams, 
organizing snow removal for 
St. Mary’s football play-off games at 
Hughes field, and paving the track 
on the lower football field at the 
school.

He was a longtime member of 
St. Hildegard’s Catholic Church 
in Menoken where he served as 
a trustee, member of the parish 
council, God Share co-chair and 
Eucharistic minister. He was a 
founding member of the St. Mary’s 
Central High School Booster Club 
and served as president for two 
terms.
 
His utmost priority in life was his 
family. He was a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather who taught by example 
to love God, one another and our 
country. Bob is survived by his wife 
Jan, their 6 children, Barbara (Paul) 
Silbernagel, Robert (Tamie) Aberle, 
Ron (Dawn) Aberle, Ric (Patti) 
Aberle, Randy (Pam) Aberle and 
Roger (Kim) Aberle; 13 grandchildren; 
and 3 great-grandchildren.
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Saint Mary’s Central High School

2015 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

1994 SMCHS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL TEAM

Hall of Fame

MARV 
HEINERT 
was raised 
in St. Mary’s 
Parish, 
attended St. 
Mary’s Grade 
School and 
graduated 

from St. Mary’s Central High 
School in 1967. He completed 
post-graduate degrees in Business 
Administration and Accounting 
at the University of Mary.  He is a 
Certified Public Accountant (CPA), 
Certified in Financial Forensics 
(CFF), is a Forensic Certified Public 
Accountant (FCPA), and is a Certified 
Fraud Examiner (CFE).  Marv has 
been married to his high school 
sweetheart, Marcy Berger (SMCHS 
1968), for 45 years. 
 
Marv has had a close relationship 
with St. Mary’s over the past 51 
years. He worked at the carnival 
parking cars, washing dishes and 
then sold tickets in the dining 
room for 33 years. He served on 
the SMCHS School Board for six 
years, three years as President of 
the Board. He developed a uniform 
budgeting process for the school, 
wrote personnel policy guides for 
the Board, registered the PRIDE 
logo, incorporated the Alumni 
Association, and assisted in the 

planning and construction of the 
second gymnasium, renovated 
chapel and the new library and 
fine arts center. He served on 
the first baseball committee 
that developed the business and 
funding plan to establish a “Class 
A” baseball program at SMCHS. He 
was actively involved in developing 
the school’s first real computer 
technology lab, and in 2011, he took 
on the task of finding a sponsor 
to fund the acquisition of 14 smart 
boards, computers and related 
hookup and installation costs. He 
helped organize, wrote the bylaws, 
and was the first president of the 
St. Anne School PTO and was part 
of starting the Heinert Family and 
the Class of 1967 Scholarships at 
SMCHS.
 
Marv could not be this involved 
without the partnership, 
encouragement and support of his 
spouse, Marcy.  Marv and Marcy’s 
children, Stacy Larson (Science 
teacher at SMCHS), Casey Heinert 
and Kelly Griffin are all SMCHS 
graduates. Their 9 grandchildren 
will soon walk these same halls. 

Marv and Marcy have inspired their 
family to be contributing members 
of their schools, churches and 
community. The attitude of giving 
back is paid forward.

FRIENDS & BENEFACTORS ALUMNI

ATHLETICS



KiDz CLUB is 
our fun summer and after-school 
program – and it is growing by 
leaps and bounds! We had an amazing 
and busy summer. We use a St. Mary’s High 
School bus and hire a driver, so we get to do 
many fun things in the community. We had 
great adventures including Mo’s Snow Shack, 
fishing at Game and Fish, swimming and so 
much more!  We finished out the program 
with a Shade Tree Players Play and a trip to 
the Amusement Park with unlimited rides. 
If you haven’t been part of our program in 
the past, make sure to join in the fun next 
summer!

After-school programs are offered 
at all three grade schools - Monday-
Friday, 3-5:30pm. Kidz Club started with 
approximately 20 children and has grown to 
as many as 150 kids in all three elementary 
schools! Limited spots are still available for 
after-school Kidz Club this school year.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
10:30am HOMECOMING MASS in the Main Gym at 

 St. Mary’s Central High School

5:30pm HALL OF FAME SOCIAL
 Best Western Ramkota Hotel 

6:15pm HALL OF FAME INDUCTION BANQUET
 Best Western Ramkota Hotel

Hall of Fame banquet tickets are $25 per person. 
Join us for an evening of celebrating Catholic education

in our area! 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
5:00pm ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB TAILGATE 
 SOCIAL on the northwest side of the

 parking lot of the Bismarck Community Bowl

6:30pm SAINTS HOMECOMING FOOTBALL GAME
 A social will take place after the game. 

 Place to be determined.

Call 354-7067 for more information on Hall of Fame or to 
purchase banquet tickets. 

If you have someone to nominate for the 2016 Hall of Fame, 
please email info@lightofchristschools.org.

an
d

HOMECOMING 
   HALL OF FAME WEEKEND!

SCHOOL UPDATE
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T H E  A N N U A L 

ST. MARY’S CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
 

Phone-A-Thon wil l  take place 

at  the beginning of  October  through 
the third week in  November. 

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  c a l l i n g  o n  M o n d a y , 

T u e s d a y  a n d  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g s . 

We hope to be talking to you soon!



ST. MARY’S 
GRADE SCHOOL

CATHEDRAL 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The most exciting news at Cathedral School is our 
playground project, which involved the removal of 
our old lower playground set and a demo to make 
way for improvements. 

We added a stone retaining wall on the west and south sides of the 
playground to create additional space for new equipment. We are adding 
new swings, a “Mobius” climbing wall, two tire swings, a balance beam, 
and a pods and play unit more suited for our preschool-aged children. 
We added a 75’x75’ section of play turf in the lower playground to 
provide a green space that our students have been wanting for many 

School NEWS

years. The new turf will be joined by 
a mini basketball court with two new 
hoops in the southwest corner. We are 
also resurfacing the entire playground 
and installing a new fence to secure 
the space during the school day. Thank 
you to all our Cathedral families and 
students for your patience and hard 
work in raising funds to support this 
project and also to the Cathedral 
Parish and Monsignor Richter for their 
financial support as well!

Our school is growing! As we said a 
special goodbye to long-time teacher, 
Mrs. Nancy Hopfauf, last spring, we 
also continued to see our enrollment 
grow. This year we will are planning 
double sections of all grade levels 
except 1st and 3rd at this time. As a 
result, we have had the pleasure of 
moving some internal staff to new 
grade levels as well as the ability 
to add new teachers to our already 
excellent staff! We look forward to 
another great year at Cathedral School.

water fountains, new basketball hoops, 
moving outlets, changing classrooms, 
rewiring our internet infrastructure, 
adding Chromebooks for each student 
in grades 4-6 and much more, all while 
preparing for the start of the new 
school year!
 
This year, we will welcome into 
St. Mary’s Grade School the largest 
Kindergarten class in our history! 
We have much to be thankful for, and 
we count our blessings as the new year 
approaches.

It has been an eventful 
summer at 
St. Mary’s Grade School. 
Beginning the first week in June, school 
staff, parents, and volunteers emptied all 
of our classrooms of nearly everything 
in preparation for new flooring and 
classroom storage throughout the school. 
That same week, we welcomed over 70 
students into the school for Summer Kidz 
Club, our summer childcare program. 
 
Between the second week in June to the 
present moment, we’ve been installing 
flooring, cabinets, countertops, new 
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LIGHT OF CHRIST
7TH & 8TH GRADE ACADEMY

SAINT ANNE 
SCHOOL
Saint Anne School had a busy summer 
and is excited to announce some 
changes. 
 
Two additional classes have been added to 
accommodate our many new students! We added a 
Tuesday/Thursday preschool class and an additional 
kindergarten class. We welcome Ms. Salwei and Ms. 
Smith to our school community! Ms. Salwei will teach 
our youngest learners in preschool and Ms. Smith 
will be the 6th grade homebase teacher and share 
duties for 5th and 6th grade classes. Ms. Sande will 
be moving from preschool to Kindergarten. Spanish 
classes will return to our school and archery will be 
new this year. A part-time special education teacher 
will serve the three elementary schools, providing 
instructional support for ISP students and those 
needing additional intervention.  This position is 
supported by a diocesan grant.

 
The hot lunch program received a new oven, a warmer 
and new ceiling tiles. A morning breakfast program will 
be served 7:30-7:55am so students can take advantage 
of a nutritious meal before their day begins.
 
Teachers attended many summer professional 
development workshops and college classes and are 
excited to share their love of learning! Welcome back 
to school. It promises to be a great year!

Word is spreading fast that the Light 
of Christ Academy is a great place 
for middle school students to grow 
spiritually, academically, socially, and 
physically!  At this time, there are nearly 30 more 
students in the Academy than last year (approximately 
180 are currently enrolled).  In addition to welcoming 
7th and 8th graders from Christ the King, new students 
are enrolling from the local public schools and from 
other schools around the state and country.  

The wonderfully talented and caring middle school 
faculty is excited to welcome all students!  With the 
increased enrollment, another faculty position was 
added and the Academy is excited to welcome Cindy 
Bohn as a Math and Physical Education instructor.  She 
was a beloved teacher at Christ the King and she will 
be just as treasured at the Academy.  

In addition to a solid foundation of rigorous core 
curriculum classes, the elective and exploratory 
classes continue to add a great middle school flavor.  
In addition to the current electives of Band, Choir, Art, 
and Computer classes, Drama, Consumer Math, and 
US Military were added to the schedule.  Exploratory 
classes that continue to be favorites include, but are 
not limited to Rocketry, Robotics, Independent Living, 
Digital Photography, CPR, and Fishing Fundamentals.  
New Exploratory classes offered this year are Golf, 
Public Speaking, Sewing, and Silent Speaker (Sign 
Language).  The students at the Academy especially 
love the field trips at the end of each quarter that 
coordinate with the exploratory class for which they 
are enrolled. 
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ST. MARY’S
CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL
St. Mary’s Central High 
School (SMCHS) has been 
a flurry of activity over the 
summer!  In addition to the myriad 
of sports camps, numerous renovation 
projects have been taking place.  A few 
years ago, safety measures were taken 
that included locking the entrance 
doors to the school, excluding the 
main entrance on 2nd Street which was 
watched by the office with an indoor 
security camera.  These measures 
helped secure the building but made 
it difficult for students and visitors 
to enter the building throughout the 
day.  To solve this dilemma, security 
cameras have now been placed at the 
entrances on 2nd Street and the music 
department, along with a buzzer system 
that will allow visitors and students to 
request entrance into the building by 
those in the main office.  

Another large project that occurred 
over the summer was the sanding, 
cleaning, and re-painting of the main 
gym floor.  This update has made the 
gym look fresh and new!  A few years 
ago, the girls’ locker room was updated 
with new lockers and fresh paint.  
Similar renovations were made to the 
boys’ locker room this summer.  These 
projects were all generously funded by 
the SM Booster Club.

Students and guests will immediately 
notice changes to the main floor of the 
school with the addition of beautiful, 
new, royal blue lockers.  These lockers 
are 15 inches wide, making it easier to 
store student backpacks and other 
valuables.  Plans to replace lockers 
on the third floor next summer are 
underway.

During class registration last spring, 
students were given more course 
choices and they signed up for them 

in droves!  New class offerings 
include Advanced Placement U.S. 
History, Sports and Entertainment 
Marketing, Desktop Publishing, 
and job shadow opportunities.  
All freshmen students last year 
were given a tour of the Career 
Academy and many of them, along 
with upperclassmen, signed up for 
classes there as well.  These new 
course offerings will assist students 
in exploring future careers.  In order 
for students to take advantage of 
the additional courses, an 8-period 
day will be implemented this 
school year.  

SMCHS lost a group of veteran 
teachers to retirement and 
relocations at the end of last year.  
However, the school was blessed 
with competent and talented 
applicants for these positions.  

LAMERE 

LEARNING CENTER
The LaMere Learning 
Center has had a very busy 
summer of renovations!

In the infant room, two walls were 
removed to make the room more 
functional to better meet the needs of 
the children, families and caregivers. 
The room has also received new paint 
and flooring to brighten and freshen 
up the space. 

We are also adding an additional 
Junior Preschool classroom for 
children age 2 ½ - 3 ½. In order to do 
so, four walls and 2 bathtubs were 
removed, the ceilings and floors were 
abated, and the upstairs bathroom is 
getting an update with new fixtures 
and flooring. The changes to the 
classrooms will allow us to accept 
more children into the LaMere 
Learning Center. There are currently 
limited openings for children 2 ½ and 
older.

School NEWS

From those applicants the 
following outstanding teachers 
were hired:  Michelle Lund 
(Spanish), Mary Huff (English), 
Relane Kabanuck (English), Tanner 
Harris (Social Studies and Religion), 
and Emilee Vetter (Social Studies).  
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8th Annual 
ST. MARY’S CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

FRIENDS AND ALUMNI WEST COAST SOCIAL
 
NEWPORT BEACH, CA

April 1-3, 2016
 
Hosted by Pat and Mary Dirk
 
The West Coast Social kicks off Friday, April 1st, in the evening, with a social 
at Pat and Mary Dirk’s residence.  Saturday afternoon, April 2nd, we will 
have Mass lead by SMCHS Chaplain Fr. Jared Johnson. It will be followed 
by a social, dinner and harbor cruise of Balboa Bay. Our goal this year is to 
double the number of attendees at this annual event.   

Rooms can be reserved at the Hyatt Regency, Newport Beach, CA. 
Phone: 1-949-729-1234. They provide free shuttle service to and from 
the John Wayne Airport.
 

For more information, please call Tim at 354-7067 or 
email tmccaffrey@lightofchristschools.org. Updated information will be posted on the
Light of Christ and St. Mary’s Central High School Facebook pages and lightofchristschools.org.

1025 North 2nd Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
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